Care for One Another

Paul compared the church to a body (Romans 12:4-5). The members of a physical body are
sympathetic to one another. The whole body hurts when a toe is stubbed or a finger is smashed (1
Corinthians 12:24b-26).

Christians’ care for one another is seen in thoughtful actions taken toward others within the family of
God. Weak brethren should not condemn the strong, nor should the strong look down upon the weak and
count them unworthy of their fellowship. Both should recognize that God will judge all according to His
law, so all must submit to His authority. Each will answer to God and should not condemn others in matters
of opinion. Senseless arguments over unanswered questions risk causing a brother to stumble (Romans
14:10-13; 1 Corinthians 8:12; Isaiah 45:23).

Paul’s prayer stressed the need to strive for unity and the good of the brethren, following the example
of the Savior (Romans 15:5-7). Unity is achieved both through inward feelings and outward expressions of
praise and devotion toward God.

Paul pleaded with Christians at Philippi to complete his joy by being united in thought, love, work
and purpose. Even elders are not to be self-willed (Philippians 2:2-4). Christians agree on biblical
principles. That agreement can form the basis of a working relationship, which produces like-mindedness.
Selfish ambition or promotion of a party spirit for personal gain should be avoided to prevent division
(1:16).

Christ’s followers should be humble or lowly minded (1 Peter 5:6). Disciples should learn to
appreciate, even look for, the good qualities of others and always treat the other man as one who is worthy
of service. Consideration for others’ needs in the Christian life must come before self (John 13:34-35;
Romans 12:10).

Care for fellow believers will result in simple acts of thoughtfulness (Romans 12:10). Each of us needs
to be on the lookout for opportunities to show that we are thinking of one another.
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